
As a member of RMFA’s
Education Committee, I get to
attend a lot of presentations.
This one was special and we
will offer it again. The Small
Business Assistance Program
(SBAP) was presented by Joni
Canterbury and Nick
Melliadis. They spent a lively
couple of hours helping us to
unravel the mysteries of 
environmental compliance. I

am constantly asked about the rules.
Is a West Bend crockpot an
approved wastewater evaporator?
What happens if I use more than
140 gallons of perc in one year? Just
a couple of common questions that I
am very happy to know can be 
clarified and answered by the folks
at the SBAP, they openly invite your
calls and questions.

At the meeting we were provided
with an overview of the entire topic
of dry cleaners and regulated 
pollutants, environmental issues
including air waste, water, 

accidental spills
and the role of the
SBAP. We were
provided with an
impressive 
notebook of 
relevant materials
including “A
Simple Guide to
Air Quality Rules
for Perc Dry Cleaners”, “Pressing Concerns - A Complete
Guidebook to Environmental Compliance for Colorado Dry

Cleaners” and all the relevant
forms, and the phone number of
everybody we need to know
regarding regulatory issues. I
don’t know how anyone could
hope to operate without all this
information.

Of even greater importance than
the sheer volume of information
was the knowledge that for those
of us in attendance we now know
who to call.  The SBAP is readily
available to work with the
drycleaning community. Their 
services are free and confidential.

They offer - technical assistance, on-site consultations, com-
pliance assistance tools and pollution prevention options. The
SBAP even offers the services of an environmental ombuds-
man, Nick Melliadis, who is available and ready to mediate
all those potential “SNAFU” situations between regulations
and reality.

Watch for the next offering
from the SBAP and make it
your business to attend.
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At the Town Meeting held on September 12th in Golden, CO 
We got Answers in Plain English

(BETTER YET - WE NOW KNOW WHO TO CALL)
BY: JOE BLAHA

Contact Information
Small Business Assistance Program

4200 Cherry Creek Drive South
Denver, CO 80246-1530

1-800-886-7689
www.cdphe.state.co.us/ap/sbap.asp

Joni Canterbury: (303) 692-3175
Chuck Hix: (303) 692-3148

Small Business Ombudsman
Nick Melliadis: (303) 962-2135
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RMFA MISSION STATEMENT:
The purpose of the ROCKY MOUNTAIN FABRICARE ASSOCIATION is to

enhance the image and viability of the fabricare industry through education, and
development of the skills, talents and professionalism of its membership.

RMFA PURPOSES AND OBJECTIVES:
To promote, develop and protect the interests of the garment and textile maintenance
industry.  To improve the quality of services rendered by industry by providing an
opportunity for the exchange of experiences, ideas and opinions through meetings,
discussion and educational programs.  To develop and encourage the practice of high
standards and professional conduct and safety within the workplace among the 
membership.

UTAH UPDATE
By: Sharon Dutcher
It is time to acknowledge some of
the people who make our work
possible: our local equipment and
supply salespeople.  We in Utah
are blessed with people who
make our emergency their 
emergency and go out of their
way to ensure we have 
functioning machines and all the
products we need to produce a
quality garment. 

If you have ever had a machine
malfunction on a busy day you
know just how valuable a good
relationship with your equipment
dealer is. The same applies to our
suppliers: if you need an 
emergency box of hangars, they
will get you an emergency box of
hangars. No mail order supplier
in the country can begin to 
compete with the customer
service we routinely expect (and
get) from our local salespeople.

Besides great customer service,
they provide us with knowledge
on a continuing basis. Salesmen
taught me much of what I needed
to learn when I first entered the
dry-cleaning business. Now they
bring new products and methods
to my attention. They bring

equipment representatives and
chemical company salesmen
through my front door. Yes, they
are trying to sell a product but
they are also teaching me new
and better ways of doing my job.

Our local suppliers and dealers
are also great supporters of
RMFA's continuing education
efforts. Mendenhall Equipment
has set up functioning equipment
for several spotting and finishing
seminars. Laundry Supply 
provided us with a room (and
good food) so that we could hold
a customer service seminar last
month. 

On Sept. 19 Ally Equipment 
hosted an "RMFA town meeting"
with an OSHA representative.  In
addition, in October, Katzson
Brothers provided a meeting
place for an IFI customer service
seminar. All of these seminars
and meetings are designed to
make us better dry-cleaners.
There is no direct benefit to the
hosting company. So next time
you see your local salesman, tell
him "Thanks for all you do"!
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Preventative maintenance is an area that constantly receives
a lot of lip service, but for some reason, the message seems
to get lost in our day to day routines.  Preventative mainte-
nance on the drycleaning machine is essential in order to
achieve quality and trouble free operation, not to mention
effective drycleaning.  If button traps and pump strainers
are not cleaned on regular intervals, there are problems
with solvent flow, draining, and extracting.  This places a
lot of undo stress on the pump, drive motor, and belts,
causing premature wear.  The same goes for air line oilers
that are not properly maintained, which in turn causes the
pneumatic valves to stick, and not operate properly which
in turn causes all kind of operational problems.  Water sep-
arators that look like a high school biology project gone
bad are the most prevalent cause of odor in a drycleaning
system.  In addition, improperly
maintained stills will not only
cause odor problems, but can be
a huge waste of steam pressure,
and perc consumption.  These
are only a few of the problems I
seem to encounter on a daily
basis, all of which could be
avoided with a little regular and
preventative maintenance.  In a
time when everyone is looking
for ways to save on their energy
consumption, it only makes
sense that we keep our equip-
ment in top working order.
Below I will give a rough outline
of items that need to be main-
tained and a time frame for each.
It should be noted that these are
merely suggestions and that
operators should consult their
manufacturers equipment manuals for items specific to
their particular equipment.
EVERY LOAD  

Check and remove any debris in the wheel before 
processing the next load.

EVERY 2 TO 3 LOADS
Clean lint from the lint filter in the drying 
chamber.
Remove debris from the button trap.

DAILY
Check filter pressures and bleed air from the 
housing if necessary.
Check refrigeration sight glass for bubbles.
Clean pump strainer and pre-lint  filter if so 

equipped.
Check appearance of perc/solvent and water levels 
in water separator.
Drain still - predicated on volume and use.
Drain water from airline separator.
Desorb/regenerate carbon absorber (if needed).

WEEKLY
Check oil level in airline oiler, refill if less than ¼ 
full.
Check for perc/solvent leaks - refer to your 
detection and inspection forms.
Drain and scrape the still - more often based on 
volume and use.
Drain and replace water in the water separator.
Thoroughly clean lint filters.

MONTHLY
Check refrigeration coils for  
potential lint build up.
Check condenser coils.
Grease bearings and motors  
according to manufacturers 
recommendations.
Thoroughly clean water 
separator, and inspect for   
clogs.

Check belt tension - adjust if  
necessary.

ANNUALLY
Clean heating and cooling 
coil fins.
Clean condenser coils.
Check all coils for leaks.

As I stated before, this is only a
suggested list of maintenance
items, you should consult your

machine manufacturers manual for specific
preventative/regular maintenance items.  Most of us would
not even consider not maintaining our automobiles, so it
only makes sense to maintain one of the most important
pieces of equipment in the plant, not to mention the unnec-
essary headaches you will avoid.  You will also be one step
closer to providing quality cleaning for your customers.
If I can be of assistance with your quality improvement ini-
tiatives or any other concerns you may have with your
drycleaning system, feel free to contact me at (303) 679-
0387.

Robert Blacker
R.R. Street & Co. Inc.

4

Preventative Maintenance - A Necessity to Achieve Quality Drycleaning



Invites you to attend one of
the following Advanced

Spotting Seminars

Tuesday, October 22 ~ 4PM-6PM
KATZSON BROTHERS FACILITY
960 Vallejo St.     Denver, CO

Wednesday, October 23 ~4PM-6PM
CHAMPION CLEANERS

4730 Centennial Blvd.  Colorado Springs, CO

Thursday October 24  ~ 4PM-6PM
BURKE CLEANERS

5635 Boeing Drive   Loveland, CO

Bleaching Seminar
Presented by 

Jeff Schwarz  
A.L. Wilson Chemical Co.

For further information or to     
R.S.V.P call 800-332-2417
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Following over 18 months of testing and more than
1,000 work hours on the project, results of IFI’s
Research Fellowship on the GreenEarth Cleaning
process confirm the following:

“Based on our overall evaluations, IFI’s findings are that
GreenEarth Cleaning is a viable alternative for the
drycleaning industry, and while in some respects, is 
comparable to a perc drycleaning process.”

IFI was contracted by GreenEarth Cleaning for 
comprehensive testing and evaluation of its drycleaning
system.  Over the course of the Fellowship research IFI
looked at more parameters than ever before.

“This is probably the most extensive evaluation we have
ever conducted on a solvent or machine system in terms
of the factors we looked at,” IFI CEO Bill Fisher said.
“IFI’s researchers tested a wider range of fabrics than we
have ever looked at in terms of how they will hold up to
the cleaning process and how the process will impact
stain removal effectiveness on the fabrics.  The results of
that rigorous testing led to the favorable evaluation the
GreenEarth process received.”

GreenEarth Cleaning Chairman Jim Barry stated, “We
are pleased to have participated with IFI in conducting
this extensive research.  We believe that it’s important
for our industry that any and all solvents being 
considered as an alternative to perchloroethylene be 
tested in a similar way so our industry can have the full

facts in order to make informed business decisions.
Obviously we’re delighted that GreenEarth is recognized
as a comparable alternative solvent to perc.”

For there to be a compelling reason to change to any
alternative process it has to meet both critical cleaning
performance standards and practical considerations.
IFI’s research and testing addressed six areas of 
importance to cleaners:

Does the process clean?

Will the process handle the garments you 
currently dryclean?

Does it have realistic/affordable labor and 
operating costs?

Does it have financially realistic capital costs?

Must have no known or expected health issues.

Will not create future contamination.

IFI’s Testing Finds GreenEarth Cleaning Process to be a Viable
Alternative for the Drycleaning Industry
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WHOLESALE CLEANING,
SHIRT LAUNDRY, &

ALTERATIONS
Jay Troy

303-698-9171

DRYCLEANING & LAUNDRY
EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

1.  Bryan Boiler, 10hp $1750
2.  Unipress clamp double buck press $5500
3.  Unipress collar/cuff press $3000
4.  Ajax Vaccum double buck press $6000
5.  Ajax Utility press $1250
6.  New Yorker Legger Press $750
7.  Forenta Legger Press $1000
8.  Hoffman Manual press $750
9.  Kleen-Rite filter, 3 Tubes $1500
10.  Cissell Spotting Board $300

For more details, prices and photos, visit our website
at:  www.thecleaners.net/Equipment.htm

Jim Nixon
Nu-Way Cleaners
2501 7th Avenue

Greeley, CO 80631
970-353-7873
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